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The Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 21st, 2025 
9:30 a.m.

Welcome to worship at Saint Philip Episcopal Church.  
Here are a few notes to make you feel more comfortable. 
· Relax and allow your focus to be on praising God. Leave the “outside” and spend the next hour in embracing God, His Son, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. 
· Above all, ask questions either in-person or through Zoom’s chat feature, if you have one. Anyone in the congregation will be happy to try and answer them. 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
We gather quietly for a period of meditation and reflection.

PRELUDE (seated)   COME THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS ARR. BY JOHN TURNER

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH – LOVE (seated)

Officiant	You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength. ȋe second is this, You shall love your neighbour as yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these. Mark 12:30-31 

Light four candles.

Almighty God we thank you for the gift of your son, for the sacred time and space to anticipate His coming, and for the opportunity to truly love our neighbors as ourselves, as he implored us. Grant that we may share the hope, peace, joy, and love of this season with all your creation as we celebrate the birth of your Son, our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People	Amen.

OPENING HYMN(standing, as able) 
REDEEMER OF THE NATIONS, COME                                                                             H55
2


1 
2

2 Redeemer of the nations, come;
reveal yourself in virgin birth,
the birth which ages all adore,
a wondrous birth, befitting God.

3 From human will you do not spring,
but from the Spirit of our God;
O Word of God, come; take our flesh
and grow as child in Mary's womb.

4 You came forth from the eternal God,
and you returned to that same source.
You suffered death and harrowed hell,
and reigned once more from God's high throne.

5 
With God the Father you are one,
and one with us in human flesh.
Oh, fill our weak and dying frame
with godly strength which never fails.

6 Your cradle shines with glory's light;
its splendor pierces all our gloom.
Our faith reflects those radiant beams;
no night shall overcome it now.

7 All praise, O unbegotten God,
all praise to you, eternal Word,
all praise, life-giving Spirit, praise,
all glory to our God Triune.

OPENING SENTENCES (standing, as able)
Celebrant	Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People 		And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant says
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SONG OF PRAISE (standing, as able) 					                              LEVAS 245	         
We have come into His house
and gathered in His name to worship Him,
We have come into His house
and gathered in His name to worship Him;
We have come into His house
and gathered in His name to worship Christ, the Lord,
Worship Him, Christ the Lord.

So forget about yourself
and concentrate on Him and worship Him,
So forget about yourself
and concentrate on Him and worship Him;
So forget about yourself
and concentrate on Him and worship Christ, the Lord,
Worship Him, Christ the Lord.

Let us lift up holy hands
and magnify His name and worship Him,
Let us lift up holy hands
and magnify His name and worship Him;
Let us lift up holy hands
and magnify His name and worship Christ, the Lord,
Worship Him, Christ the Lord.





THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (standing, as able)
Celebrant	The Lord be with you.
People		And also with you.  
Celebrant 	Let us pray. 
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
People		Amen.

ISAIAH  7:10-16 (seated) 
Reader  		A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.”

Reader 		The Word of the Lord. 
People 		Thanks be to God.















PSALM 80:1-7, 16-18 (seated)

1          Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; *
  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
2          In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, *
  stir up your strength and come to help us.
3           Restore us, O God of hosts; *
  show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
4           O Lord God of hosts, *
  how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people?
5           You have fed them with the bread of tears; *
  you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
6           You have made us the derision of our neighbors, *
  and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
7           Restore us, O God of hosts; *
  show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
16           Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, *
  the son of man you have made so strong for yourself.
17           And so will we never turn away from you; *
  give us life, that we may call upon your Name.
18          Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; *
  show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.










ROMANS 1:1-7 (seated)
Reader 		A reading from Paul’s letter to the Church in Rome. 
Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Reader 		The Word of the Lord.
People 		Thanks be to God.
  
 SEQUENCE HYMN (standing, as able)         O come, O come Emmanuel                    H56


8 O come, Desire of nations, bind
in one the hearts of all mankind;
bid thou our sad divisions cease,
and be thyself our King of Peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

9 O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!
2

MATTHEW 1:18-25 (standing, as able)
Celebrant 	The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People		Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.”When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.
Celebrant 	The Gospel of the Lord.
People		Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON (seated)                                                                      The Rev. Christopher C. Richardson
THE NICENE CREED (standing, as able)
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (standing, as able)
Leader	I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; for Kristin, our Bishop, and Wendell, Ken, and Nedi, our Assisting Bishops; for this gathering; and for all ministers and people.
People	Pray for the Church.

Leader 	I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people.
People	Pray for justice and peace.

Leader 	I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison. Pray for those in any need or trouble, especially Saundra Harris, Anne Kindle, Joe Miccio, Nadya Richardson, and Suzanne Tolbert. 

Leader 	I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him.
People	Pray that they may find and be found by him.


Leader 	I ask your prayers for [N. and for all] the departed.
People	Pray for those who have died.

Leader 	I ask your thanksgiving for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this week, [especially N.].

Leader 	Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored.
People	Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.

Celebrant	Hasten, O Father, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that we your servants, who now live by faith, may with joy behold your Son at his coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate.
People	Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN (standing or kneeling, as able)
Deacon		Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Silence
People	Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant 	Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
People	Amen. 

THE PEACE (standing, as able)
Celebrant	The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People		And also with you. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (seated)













OFFERTORY (seated)
Your generosity sustains our ministries! Simply scan the QR code below or visit our website to find more information on how you can make an online donation. Thank you for supporting the life and mission of St. Philip. (www.StPhilipsColumbus.org/support-us)
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM (seated)                                     WAITING                                      JOEL RANEY
OFFERTORY HYMN (seated)  BY THE CREATOR, JOSEPH WAS APPOINTED H 261

1 
2 By the Creator, Joseph was appointed
spouse of the Virgin, guardian of the Incarnate;
he by his caring ministered to Jesus,
source of salvation.

3 Christ in whose presence hosts of hell must tremble,
Ruler of all things, Lord of earth and heaven,
Monarch of monarchs, to his earthly father
freely was subject.

4 To God eternal be all praise and glory,
who to Saint Joseph gave supernal honor;
grant that we also may like him be faithful
in our obedience.
















THE HOLY COMMUNION
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A (standing, as able)
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Celebrant  	It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing:

Celebrant and People 					                                                           LEVAS255
Holy, holy, holy, holy, holy Lord, God of hosts, 
Heaven and earth are filled with your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord, of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest.










(standing or kneeling, as able)
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant Continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
People		AMEN.



Celebrant	And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say, 

Celebrant and People
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



Celebrant	Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People		Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Celebrant	The Gifts of God for the People of God.

All are invited to come forward to receive Holy Communion.

COMMUNION VOLUNTARY (seated) IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER ARR. BY ZACH UNKE
COMMUNION HYMN (seated)        CREATOR OF THE STARS AT NIGHT           H60

1 
2 Creator of the stars of night,
your people's everlasting light,
O Christ, Redeemer of us all,
we pray you hear us when we call.

3 In sorrow that the ancient curse
should doom to death a universe,
you came, O Savior, to set free
your own in glorious liberty.

4 When this old world drew on toward night,
you came; but not in splendor bright,
not as a monarch, but the child
of Mary, blameless mother mild.

5 At your great Name, O Jesus, now
all knees must bend, all hearts must bow:
all things on earth with one accord,
like those in heaven, shall call you Lord.

6 Come in your holy might, we pray,
redeem us for eternal day;
defend us while we dwell below
from all assaults of our dread foe.

7 To God the Father, God the Son,
and God the Spirit, Three in One,
praise, honor, might, and glory be
from age to age eternally.








COMMUNION HYMN (seated)              EMMANUEL, EMMANUEL                     A189

Emmanuel, Emmanuel,
His name is called Emmanuel.
God with us, revealed in us, 
His name is called Emmanuel. 
1 



POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER (standing or kneeling, as able)
Celebrant	Let us pray.

People	God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

THE BLESSING (standing or kneeling, as able)
Celebrant	May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.			
People	Amen.











CLOSING HYMN (standing, as able)      COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS         H66
1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us,
let us find our rest in thee.

2 Israel's strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art:
dear desire of every nation,
joy of every longing heart.

3 Born thy people to deliver,
born a child, and yet a king,
born to reign in us for ever,
now thy gracious kingdom bring.

4 By thine own eternal Spirit
rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all-sufficient merit
raise us to thy glorious throne.



DISMISSAL (standing, as able)
Deacon	 	Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People		Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE                                                                               FESTIVE POSTLUDE                       RICHARD A. WILLIAMSON








WORSHIP LEADERS FOR TODAY’S SERVICE
Celebrant: 			The Rev. Christopher Richardson
Altar Guild: 			Cynthia Turner, Sylyna France
Acolytes: 			Brandon, James, Ramzy, Trisha
Lectors:			Jacqueline Gonzales, Jackie Roberts
Chalice Bearer:		Jacqueline Gonzales
Ushers/Greeters:		Yvonne Craft 
Music Director: 		Ed Wiles
Choir Members:	Sylyna France, Jacqueline Gonzales, Carole Mendenhall, Matthew Portis, Charlotte Rhea, Jackie Roberts, Deborah Stokes-Wayne, Patsey Ulmer, Warren Leslie
Audio/Visual Ministers: 	Dionne Clifton

We give thanks for all who serve in today’s liturgy. Interested in joining a worship ministry? Please speak to the Rev. Christopher Richardson after the service.




166 WOODLAND AVENUE  ▪  COLUMBUS, OHIO 43203
 PHONE (614) 253-2771
StPhilips@StPhilipsColumbus.org ▪  www.StPhilipsColumbus.org  
Saint Philip Worships on Sundays at 9:30 a.m.




Staff:
The Rev. Christopher Richardson, Rector
Kevin Brown, Sexton
Janet Kling, Bookkeeper
Sam Meade, Church Administrator 
Ed Wiles, Music Director





Mission Statement: 
Our mission at St. Philip is to live and teach 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, to serve the needs of our local and global communities, and to support the evangelical work of the Episcopal church in the United States of America.

Vestry:
Deborah Stokes Wayne, Senior Warden
Beverly McNeal, Junior Warden
Jacqueline Gonzales
Damian Hall
Ericka Hall
Vicky Holmes
Barbara Otey
Brianna Smith
Lei San Liggins, Clerk
Cheryl Lyman, Treasurer
Robin Holland, Chaplain 
Patsey Ulmer, Parliamentarian


Core Values: 
· Sustaining our foundation of faith
· Sustaining our roots in our African American heritage while embracing cultures and traditions of all
· Nurturing our young parishioners as well as the community
· Promoting Christian fellowship
· Faith-based community of inclusiveness
· Understanding and accepting change


Who We Are:
We are a worshiping family of God’s children who believe in nourishment; social justice; reconciliation; cultural and generational enlightenment in our Columbus communities; and continuing Jesus’ command for us to love our neighbor as we love ourselves. 
We invite you to be a part of our family!
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