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Christmas Eve
December 24th, 2025 
7 p.m.

Welcome to worship at Saint Philip Episcopal Church.  
Here are a few notes to make you feel more comfortable. 
· Relax and allow your focus to be on praising God. Leave the “outside” and spend the next hour in embracing God, His Son, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. 
· Above all, ask questions either in-person or through Zoom’s chat feature, if you have one. Anyone in the congregation will be happy to try and answer them. 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
We gather quietly for a period of meditation and reflection.

PRELUDE (seated)                                          THE FIRST NOEL                   ARR. BY DAN FOREST
OPENING HYMN(standing, as able)           O COME O COME, EMMANUEL		H 56
2


1 
2

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.

[REFRAIN]
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel!

2 O come, thou Wisdom from on high,
who orderest all things mightily;
to us the path of knowledge show,
and teach us in her ways to go.
[REFRAIN]

3 O come, O come, thou Lord of might,
who to thy tribes on Sinai's height
in ancient times didst give the law,
in cloud, and majesty, and awe.
[REFRAIN]

4 O come, thou Branch of Jesse's tree,
free them from Satan's tyranny
that trust thy mighty power to save,
and give them victory o'er the grave.
[REFRAIN]

5 
O come, thou Key of David, come,
and open wide our heavenly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery.
[REFRAIN]

6 O come, thou Dayspring from on high,
and cheer us by thy drawing nigh;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death's dark shadow put to flight.
[REFRAIN]

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind
in one the hearts of all mankind;
bid thou our sad divisions cease,
and be thyself our King of Peace.
[REFRAIN]

8 O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
[REFRAIN]





OPENING SENTENCES (standing, as able)
Celebrant	Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People 		And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant says
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SONG OF PRAISE (standing, as able)      ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY	H93	         
1 Angels, from the realms of glory,
wing your flight o'er all the earth;
ye, who sang creation's story,
now proclaim Messiah's birth:

[REFRAIN]
come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn King.

2 Shepherds in the field abiding,
watching o'er your flocks by night,
God with you is now residing;
yonder shines the infant Light:   [REFRAIN]

3 Sages, leave your contemplations;
brighter visions beam afar:
seek the great Desire of nations;
ye have seen his natal star:   [REFRAIN]

4 Saints before the altar bending,
watching long in hope and fear,
suddenly the Lord, descending,
in his temple shall appear:   [REFRAIN]



THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (standing, as able)
Celebrant	The Lord be with you.
People		And also with you.  
Celebrant 	Let us pray. 
O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
People		Amen.

ISAIAH  9:2-7 (seated) 
Reader  		A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Reader 		The Word of the Lord. 
People 		Thanks be to God.











PSALM 96 (seated)

1          Sing to the Lord a new song; *
  		sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.
2         Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; *
  		proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.
3         Declare his glory among the nations *
  		and his wonders among all peoples.
4         For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; *
  		he is more to be feared than all gods.
5         As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; *
  		but it is the Lord who made the heavens.
6         Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! *
  		Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!
7         Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; *
  		ascribe to the Lord honor and power.
8         Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; *
  		bring offerings and come into his courts.
9         Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; *
  		let the whole earth tremble before him.
10        Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord is King! *
  		He has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved;
he will judge the peoples with equity.”
11        Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; *
let the field be joyful and all that is therein.
12        Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy
        before the Lord when he comes, *
  		when he comes to judge the earth.
13         He will judge the world with righteousness *
  		and the peoples with his truth.




TITUS 2:11-14 (seated)
Reader 		A reading from Paul’s letter to Titus. 
The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.

Reader 		The Word of the Lord.
People 		Thanks be to God.
  
 SEQUENCE HYMN (standing, as able)         	O Holy Night!                   	A201


1 O holy night! the stars are brightly shining;
It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth.
Long lay the world in sin and error pining,
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope - the weary soul rejoices,
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn!
Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices!
O night divine, O night when Christ was born!
O night, O holy night, O night divine!

2 Led by the light of faith serenely beaming,
With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand.
So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming,
Here came the Wise Men from Orient land.
The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger,
In all our trials born to be our Friend.
He knows our need — to our weakness is no stranger.
Behold your King, before Him lowly bend!
Behold your King, before Him lowly bend!

3 Truly He taught us to love one another;
His law is love and His gospel is peace.
Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother,
And in His name all oppression shall cease.
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we;
Let all within us praise His holy name.
Christ is the Lord! O praise His name forever!
His pow’r and glory evermore proclaim!
His pow’r and glory evermore proclaim!
LUKE 2:1-20 (standing, as able)
Celebrant 	The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People		Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Celebrant 	The Gospel of the Lord.
People		Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON (seated)                                                                      The Rev. Christopher C. Richardson







THE NICENE CREED (standing, as able)
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE - FORM III (standing, as able)
Leader	Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
People		That we all may be one.
Leader		Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
People		That your Name may be glorified by all people.
Leader		We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
People		That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
Leader		We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
People		That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Leader		Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
People		That our works may find favor in your sight.
Leader		Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
People		That they may be delivered from their distress.
Leader		Give to the departed eternal rest.
People		Let light perpetual shine upon them.
Leader		We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
People		May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Leader		Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence

Celebrant 	Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People	Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SIN
Deacon		Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Silence
People	Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant 	Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
People	Amen. 

THE PEACE (standing, as able)
Celebrant	The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People		And also with you. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (seated)
















OFFERTORY (seated)
Your generosity sustains our ministries! Simply scan the QR code below or visit our website to find more information on how you can make an online donation. Thank you for supporting the life and mission of St. Philip. (www.StPhilipsColumbus.org/support-us)
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM (seated)                                   LULLABY                    JOHN NESS BECK
OFFERTORY HYMN (seated)  		GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN  	H99
2


1 
1 Go tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and everywhere;
go tell it on the mountain,
that Jesus Christ is born!

2 While shepherds kept their watching
o'er silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light.

3 The shepherds feared and trembled
when lo! above the earth
rang out the angel chorus
that hailed our Savior's birth.

4 Down in a lowly manger
the humble Christ was born,
and God sent us salvation
that bless'd Christmas morn.











THE HOLY COMMUNION
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER D (standing, as able)
Celebrant  	The Lord be with you. 
People      	And also with you. 

Celebrant  	Lift up your hearts. 
People      	We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People      	It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant  	It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. 
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 
Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing,
Celebrant and People 					                                                           LEVAS255
Holy, holy, holy, holy, holy Lord, God of hosts, 
Heaven and earth are filled with your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord, of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest.

(standing or kneeling, as able)
We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.


Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new. And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.
When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  Recalling Christ's death and his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.
Celebrant and People
We praise you, we bless you,
we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, Lord our God.

The Celebrant Continues
Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name.

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.



And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, with blessed Philip and all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever.
People		AMEN.

Celebrant	And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say, 

Celebrant and People
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Celebrant	Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People		Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Celebrant	The Gifts of God for the People of God.

All are invited to come forward to receive Holy Communion.

COMMUNION VOLUNTARY (seated) 
THE SHEPHARD'S CAROL                                                                                               ARR. BY DAN FOREST
COMMUNION HYMN (seated)      OF THE FATHER'S LOVE BEGOTTEN      H82

1 
1 Of the Father's love begotten,
ere the worlds began to be,
he is Alpha and Omega,
he the source, the ending he,
of the things that are, that have been,
and that future years shall see,
evermore and evermore!

2 O that birth for ever bless'd,
when the Virgin, full of grace,
by the Holy Ghost conceiving,
bore the Savior of our race;
and the Babe, the world's Redeemer,
first revealed his sacred face,
evermore and evermore!

3 Let the heights of heaven adore him;
angel hosts, his praises sing;
powers, dominions, bow before him,
and extol our God and King;
let no tongue on earth be silent,
every voice in concert ring,
evermore and evermore!

4 Christ, to thee with God the Father,
and, O Holy Ghost, to thee,
hymn and chant and high thanksgiving,
and unwearied praises be;
honor, glory and dominion,
and eternal victory,
evermore and evermore!

COMMUNION HYMN (seated)              SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT        H111

1 Silent night, holy night,
all is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace.

2 Silent night, holy night,
shepherds quake at the sight,
glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing alleluia;
Christ, the Savior, is born!

3 Silent night, holy night,
Son of God, love's pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.



POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER (standing or kneeling, as able)
Celebrant	Let us pray.

People	Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING (standing or kneeling, as able)
Celebrant	May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.		
People	Amen.




CLOSING HYMN (standing, as able)      JOY TO THE WORLD         			H100
1 Joy to the world! the Lord is come:
let earth receive her King;
let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing.

2 Joy to the world! the Savior reigns;
let us our songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains,
repeat the sounding joy.

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow,
nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found.

4 He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness,
and wonders of his love.



DISMISSAL (standing, as able)
Deacon	 	Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People		Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE                     HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING             ARR. JOHN TURNER
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Staff:
The Rev. Christopher Richardson, Rector
Kevin Brown, Sexton
Janet Kling, Bookkeeper
Sam Meade, Church Administrator 
Ed Wiles, Music Director





Mission Statement: 
Our mission at St. Philip is to live and teach 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, to serve the needs of our local and global communities, and to support the evangelical work of the Episcopal church in the United States of America.

Vestry:
Deborah Stokes Wayne, Senior Warden
Beverly McNeal, Junior Warden
Jacqueline Gonzales
Damian Hall
Ericka Hall
Vicky Holmes
Barbara Otey
Brianna Smith
Lei San Liggins, Clerk
Cheryl Lyman, Treasurer
Robin Holland, Chaplain 
Patsey Ulmer, Parliamentarian


Core Values: 
· Sustaining our foundation of faith
· Sustaining our roots in our African American heritage while embracing cultures and traditions of all
· Nurturing our young parishioners as well as the community
· Promoting Christian fellowship
· Faith-based community of inclusiveness
· Understanding and accepting change


Who We Are:
We are a worshiping family of God’s children who believe in nourishment; social justice; reconciliation; cultural and generational enlightenment in our Columbus communities; and continuing Jesus’ command for us to love our neighbor as we love ourselves. 
We invite you to be a part of our family!
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