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The Second Sunday of Advent
December 7th, 2025 
9:30 a.m.

Welcome to worship at Saint Philip Episcopal Church.  
Here are a few notes to make you feel more comfortable. 
· Relax and allow your focus to be on praising God. Leave the “outside” and spend the next hour in embracing God, His Son, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. 
· Above all, ask questions either in-person or through Zoom’s chat feature, if you have one. Anyone in the congregation will be happy to try and answer them. 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
We gather quietly for a period of meditation and reflection.

PRELUDE (seated)               PREPARE THE ROYAL HIGHWAY          ARR. BY ZACH UNKE

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH - PEACE

Officiant	Then justice will dwell in the wilderness, and righteousness abide in the fruitful field. The effect of righteousness will be peace, and the result of righteousness, quietness and trust forever. My people will abide in a peaceful habitation, in secure dwellings, and in quiet resting-places.     Isaiah 32:16-18

Light two candles.

Almighty god, as we await the coming of the Christ child and prepare to sing of peace on Earth, help us to remember that our own peace must be bound in the peace of all your children on earth. Open our eyes and our hearts during this season of joy and giving, that we would treat every child as lovingly as we welcome the savior, born a child, who lives and reigns with you and the holy spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People		Amen.

OPENING HYMN(standing, as able)                  PREPARE THE WAY, O ZION 	                   H65
2


1 
2

2 Prepare the way, O Zion, your Christ is drawing near!
Let every hill and valley a level way appear. 
Greet One who comes in glory, foretold in sacred story.

[REFRAIN]
Oh, blest is Christ that came in God’s most holy name. 

3 He brings God’s rule, O Zion; he comes from heaven above.
His rule is peace and freedom, and justice, truth, and love.
Lift high your praise resounding, for grace and joy abounding. 
[REFRAIN]

4 Fling wide your gates, O Zion; your Savior’s rule embrace.
His tidings of salvation proclaim in every place.
All lands will bow before him, their voices will adore them. 
[REFRAIN]



5 

OPENING SENTENCES (standing, as able)
Celebrant	Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People 		And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant says
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SONG OF PRAISE (standing, as able) 					                              LEVAS 245	         
We have come into His house
and gathered in His name to worship Him,
We have come into His house
and gathered in His name to worship Him;
We have come into His house
and gathered in His name to worship Christ, the Lord,
Worship Him, Christ the Lord.

So forget about yourself
and concentrate on Him and worship Him,
So forget about yourself
and concentrate on Him and worship Him;
So forget about yourself
and concentrate on Him and worship Christ, the Lord,
Worship Him, Christ the Lord.

Let us lift up holy hands
and magnify His name and worship Him,
Let us lift up holy hands
and magnify His name and worship Him;
Let us lift up holy hands
and magnify His name and worship Christ, the Lord,
Worship Him, Christ the Lord.





THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (standing, as able)
Celebrant	The Lord be with you.
People		And also with you.  
Celebrant 	Let us pray. 
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
People		Amen.

ISAIAH  11:1-10 (seated) 
Reader  		A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, mor decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

Reader 		The Word of the Lord. 
People 		Thanks be to God.







PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19 (seated)

1          Give the king your justice, O God, *
  and your righteousness to the King’s Son;
2          That he may rule your people righteously *
  and the poor with justice;
3           That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, *
  and the little hills bring righteousness.
4           He shall defend the needy among the people; *
  he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.
5           He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, *
  from one generation to another.
6           He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, *
  like showers that water the earth
7           In his time shall the righteous flourish; *
  there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.
18           Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, *
  who alone does wondrous deeds!
19           And blessed be his glorious Name forever, *
  and may all the earth be filled with his glory. Amen. Amen.












ROMANS 15:4-13 (seated)
Reader 		A reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome.
Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name”; and again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; and again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; and again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.” May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Reader 		The Word of the Lord.
People 		Thanks be to God.
  
 SEQUENCE HYMN (standing, as able)         O come, O come Emmanuel                    H56



1 
2

3 O come, O come, great Lord of might,
who to thy tribes on Sinai's height
in ancient times didst give the law
in cloud, and majesty, and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!
4 O come, thou Branch of Jesse's tree,
free them from Satan’s tyranny
that trust thy mighty power to save,
and give them victory o'er the grave.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!









MATTHEW 3:1-12 (standing, as able)
Celebrant 	The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People		Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’ ” Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. “I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

Celebrant 	The Gospel of the Lord.
People		Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON (seated)                                                                      The Rev. Christopher C. Richardson
THE NICENE CREED (standing, as able)
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (standing, as able)
Leader	I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; for Kristin, our Bishop, and Wendell, Ken, and Nedi, our Assisting Bishops; for this gathering; and for all ministers and people.
People	Pray for the Church.

Leader 	I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people.
People	Pray for justice and peace.

Leader 	I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison. Pray for those in any need or trouble, especially Anne Kindle and Suzanne Tolbert. 

Leader 	I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him.
People	Pray that they may find and be found by him.


Leader 	I ask your prayers for the departed [especially __________ ].
People	Pray for those who have died.

Leader 	I ask your thanksgiving for those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this week, [especially N.].

Leader 	Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored.
People	Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.

Celebrant	Hasten, O Father, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that we your servants, who now live by faith, may with joy behold your Son at his coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate.
People	Amen.












CONFESSION OF SIN
Deacon		Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Silence
People	Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant 	Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
People	Amen. 



THE PEACE (standing, as able)
Celebrant	The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People		And also with you. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (seated)


















OFFERTORY (seated)
Your generosity sustains our ministries! Simply scan the QR code below or visit our website to find more information on how you can make an online donation. Thank you for supporting the life and mission of St. Philip. (www.StPhilipsColumbus.org/support-us)
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM (seated)                  IN COMMUNION WE SING                 JOHN PURIFOY
OFFERTORY HYMN (seated) THERE’S A VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS CRYING               H 75

1 
2 
3 There’s a voice in the wilderness crying,
a call from the ways untrod:
Prepare in the desert a highway,
a highway for our God!
The valleys shall be exalted,
the lofty hills brought low;
make straight all the crooked places
where the Lord our God may go!

4 O Zion, that bringest good tidings,
get thee up to the heights and sing!
Proclaim to a desolate people
the coming of their King.
Like the flowers of the field they perish,
like grass our works decay,
the power and pomp of nations
shall pass like a dream away;

5 
but the word of our God endureth,
the arm of the Lord is strong;
he stands in the midst of nations,
and he will right the wrong.
He shall feed His flock like a shepherd,
the lambs he'll gently hold;
to pastures of peace he’ll lead them,
and bring them safe to his fold.











THE HOLY COMMUNION
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER A (standing, as able)
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Celebrant  	It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing:

Celebrant and People 					                                                           LEVAS255
Holy, holy, holy, holy, holy Lord, God of hosts, 
Heaven and earth are filled with your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord, of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest.

(standing or kneeling, as able)
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant Continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
People		AMEN.

Celebrant	And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say, 

Celebrant and People
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



Celebrant	Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People		Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Celebrant	The Gifts of God for the People of God.

All are invited to come forward to receive Holy Communion.

COMMUNION VOLUNTARY (seated) 
SEE AMID THE WINTER'S SNOW                                                                                       ARR. BY DAN FORREST
COMMUNION HYMN (seated)       COMFORT, COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE            H67

1 Comfort, comfort ye my people,
speak ye peace, thus saith our God;
comfort those who sit in darkness
mourning 'neath their sorrows' load.
Speak ye to Jerusalem
of the peace that waits for them;
tell her that her sins I cover,
and her warfare now is over.

2 Hark, the voice of one that crieth
in the desert far and near,
calling us to new repentance
since the kingdom now is here.
Oh, that warning cry obey!
Now prepare for God a way;
let the valleys rise to meet him,
and the hills bow down to greet him.

3 Make ye straight what long was crooked,
make the rougher places plain;
let your hearts be true and humble,
as befits his holy reign.
For the glory of the Lord
now o'er earth is shed abroad;
and all flesh shall see the token
that the word is never broken.







COMMUNION HYMN (seated)                         HOLY SPIRIT	                                               A319

1 
We need the power of the Holy Spirit, Holy Spirit.
Send Your anointing, Let it fall down, 
fall down, fall down, down on me! 



POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER (standing or kneeling, as able)
Celebrant	Let us pray.

People	God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

THE BLESSING (standing or kneeling, as able)
Celebrant	May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.			
People	Amen.
CLOSING HYMN (standing, as able)              SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS, COME!               H54
1 Savior of the nations, come!
Virgin’s Son, make here your home.
Marvel now, both heaven and earth,
that the Lord chose such a birth. 

2 Wonderous birth! Oh, wonderous child 
of the virgin undefiled! 
Mighty God and Mary’s son, 
eager now his race to run!

3 Thus on earth the Word appears,
gracing his created spheres;
hence to death and hell descends,
then the heavenly throne ascends.
 
4	Come, O Father’s saving Son,
who o’er sin the victory won.
Boundless shall your kingdom be,
grant that we its glories see. 


DISMISSAL (standing, as able)
Deacon	 	Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People		Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE                                                                               FESTIVE POSTLUDE                       RICHARD A. WILLIAMSON

WORSHIP LEADERS FOR TODAY’S SERVICE
Celebrant: 			The Rev. Christopher Richardson
Altar Guild: 			Sylyna France, Birdie Diggs
Acolytes: 			Youth
Lectors:			Jackie Roberts, Sylyna France
Chalice Bearer:		Jackie Roberts
Ushers/Greeters:		Theresa Barnes
Music Director: 		Ed Wiles
Choir Members:	Sylyna France, Jacqueline Gonzales, Carole Mendenhall, Matthew Portis, Charlotte Rhea, Jackie Roberts, Deborah Stokes-Wayne, Patsey Ulmer, Warren Leslie
Audio/Visual Ministers: 	Dionne Clifton

We give thanks for all who serve in today’s liturgy. Interested in joining a worship ministry? Please speak to the Rev. Christopher Richardson after the service.




166 WOODLAND AVENUE  ▪  COLUMBUS, OHIO 43203
 PHONE (614) 253-2771
StPhilips@StPhilipsColumbus.org ▪  www.StPhilipsColumbus.org  
Saint Philip Worships on Sundays at 9:30 a.m.




Staff:
The Rev. Christopher Richardson, Rector
Kevin Brown, Sexton
Janet Kling, Bookkeeper
Sam Meade, Church Administrator 
Ed Wiles, Music Director





Mission Statement: 
Our mission at St. Philip is to live and teach 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, to serve the needs of our local and global communities, and to support the evangelical work of the Episcopal church in the United States of America.

Vestry:
Deborah Stokes Wayne, Senior Warden
Beverly McNeal, Junior Warden
Jacqueline Gonzales
Damian Hall
Ericka Hall
Vicky Holmes
Barbara Otey
Brianna Smith
Lei San Liggins, Clerk
Cheryl Lyman, Treasurer
Robin Holland, Chaplain 
Patsey Ulmer, Parliamentarian


Core Values: 
· Sustaining our foundation of faith
· Sustaining our roots in our African American heritage while embracing cultures and traditions of all
· Nurturing our young parishioners as well as the community
· Promoting Christian fellowship
· Faith-based community of inclusiveness
· Understanding and accepting change


Who We Are:
We are a worshiping family of God’s children who believe in nourishment; social justice; reconciliation; cultural and generational enlightenment in our Columbus communities; and continuing Jesus’ command for us to love our neighbor as we love ourselves. 
We invite you to be a part of our family!
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