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The Second Sunday after Christmas
January 4th, 2026 
9:30 a.m.

Welcome to worship at Saint Philip Episcopal Church.  
Here are a few notes to make you feel more comfortable. 
· Relax and allow your focus to be on praising God. Leave the “outside” and spend the next hour in embracing God, His Son, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. 
· Above all, ask questions either in-person or through Zoom’s chat feature, if you have one. Anyone in the congregation will be happy to try and answer them. 
THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
We gather quietly for a period of meditation and reflection.

PRELUDE (seated)                                                                           HE IS BORN                              JOHN TURNER
OPENING HYMN(standing, as able) 
WHAT STAR IS THIS, WHICH BEAMS SO BRIGHT                                                                   H124
2


1 
2

2 What star is this, with beams so bright,
more beauteous than the noonday light?
It shines to herald forth the King,
and Gentiles to his crib to bring.

3 True spake the prophet from afar
who told the rise of Jacob's star;
and eastern sages with amaze
upon the wondrous token gaze.

4 The guiding star above is bright;
within them shines a clearer light,
and leads them on with power benign
to seek the Giver of the sign.

5 O Jesus, while the star of grace
impels us on to seek thy face,
let not our slothful hearts refuse
the guidance of thy light to use.

6 To God the Father, heavenly Light,
to Christ, revealed in earthly night,
to God the Holy Ghost we raise
our equal and unceasing praise.

OPENING SENTENCES (standing, as able)
Celebrant	Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People 		And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant says
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS (standing, as able) 					       LEVAS 243	         
Glory, Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name,
Glory, Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name.
Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
we worship You, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
Glory, Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name, 
Glory, Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name.  
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us, 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  
Glory, Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name, 
Glory, Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name. Amen.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (standing, as able)
Celebrant	The Lord be with you.
People		And also with you.  
Celebrant 	Let us pray. 
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
People		Amen.







JEREMIAH  31:7-14(seated) 
Reader  		A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah. 

Thus says the Lord: “Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, ‘Save, O Lord, your people, the remnant of Israel.’ See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor, together; a great company, they shall return here. With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; say, ‘He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.’ For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again. Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,” says the Lord.

Reader 		The Word of the Lord. 
People 		Thanks be to God.

















PSALM  (seated)

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! *
  My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord;
  my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.

2 The sparrow has found her a house
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; *
  by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts,
  my King and my God.

3  Happy are they who dwell in your house! *
  they will always be praising you.

4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! *
  whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way.

5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, *
  for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.

6 They will climb from height to height, *
  and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion.

7 Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; *
  hearken, O God of Jacob.

8 Behold our defender, O God; *
  and look upon the face of your Anointed.

9 For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, *
  and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God
  than to dwell in the tents of the wicked.

10 For the Lord God is both sun and shield; *
  he will give grace and glory;

11 No good thing will the Lord withhold *
  from those who walk with integrity.

12 O Lord of hosts, *
  happy are they who put their trust in you!


EPHESIANS 1:3-6; 15-19a (seated)
Reader 		A reading from Paul’s letter to the Church in Ephesus.  
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe.

Reader 		The Word of the Lord.
People 		Thanks be to God.
  
 SEQUENCE HYMN (standing, as able)              UNTO US A BOY IS BORN                  H98


1 Unto us a boy is born!
The King of all creation,
came he to a world forlorn,
the Lord of every nation.

2 Cradled in a stall was he
with sleepy cows and asses;
but the very beasts could see
that he all men surpasses.

3 Herod then with fear was filled;
"A prince," he said, "in Jewry!"
All the little boys he killed
at Bethlehem in his fury.

4 
Now may Mary's son, who came
so long ago to love us,
lead us all with hearts aflame
unto the joys above us.

5 Unto us a boy is born!
The King of all creation,
came he to a world forlorn,
the Lord of every nation.

2






MATTHEW 2:13-15, 19-23 (standing, as able)
Gospeller 	The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People		Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

Gospeller 	The Gospel of the Lord.
People		Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON (seated)                                                                      The Rev. Christopher C. Richardson
THE NICENE CREED (standing, as able)
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE - FORM I (standing, as able)
Leader	With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying "Lord, have mercy."

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord.
People	Lord, have mercy.

Leader	For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord.
People	Lord, have mercy.

Leader	For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord.
People	Lord, have mercy.

Leader	For this city, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to the Lord.
People	Lord, have mercy.

Leader	For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to the Lord. 
People	Lord, have mercy.


Leader	For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let us pray to the Lord.
People	Lord, have mercy.

Leader	For those on our Prayer List, especially Diane Walker Hall, Saundra Harris, Walter House, Anne Kindle, Beverly McNeal, Joe Miccio, Nadya Richardson, and Suzanne Tolbert, let us pray to the Lord.
People	Lord, have mercy.

Leader	For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord.
People	Lord, have mercy.

Leader	For all who have died, especially Margaret Smith, in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the Lord.
People	Lord, have mercy.


Leader	For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord.
People	Lord, have mercy.

Leader	That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray to the Lord. 
People	Lord, have mercy.

Leader	In the communion of Philip and of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to Christ our God.
People	To thee, O Lord our God.


Celebrant	Lord, hear the prayers of your people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant that we may obtain effectually, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
People	Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN (standing or kneeling, as able)
Deacon		Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Silence
People	Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant 	Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
People	Amen. 

THE PEACE (standing, as able)
Celebrant	The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People		And also with you. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (seated)




OFFERTORY (seated)
Your generosity sustains our ministries! Simply scan the QR code below or visit our website to find more information on how you can make an online donation. Thank you for supporting the life and mission of St. Philip. (www.StPhilipsColumbus.org/support-us)
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM (seated)
WORSHIP HIS GLORY, WORSHIP THE KING!                                     MARY MCDONALD
OFFERTORY HYMN (seated)    HOW LOVELY IS THY DWELLING-PLACE       H 517

1 
2 How lovely is thy dwelling-place,
O Lord of hosts, to me!
My thirsty soul desires and longs
within thy courts to be;
my very heart and flesh cry out,
O living God, for thee.

3 Beside thine altars, gracious Lord,
the swallows find a nest;
how happy they who dwell with thee
and praise thee without rest,
and happy they whose hearts are set
upon the pilgrim's quest.

4 They who go through the desert vale
will find it filled with springs,
and they shall climb from height to height
till Zion's temple rings
with praise to thee, in glory throned,
Lord God, great King of kings.

5 One day within thy courts excels
a thousand spent away;
how happy they who keep thy laws
nor from thy precepts stray,
for thou shalt surely bless all those
who live the words they pray.


THE HOLY COMMUNION
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B(standing, as able)
The people remain standing.
Celebrant  	The Lord be with you. 
People      	And also with you. 

Celebrant  	Lift up your hearts. 
People      	We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People      	It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant 
It is right, and good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth.
Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your name: 
Celebrant and People 									LEVAS255

Holy, holy, holy, holy, holy Lord, God of hosts, 
Heaven and earth are filled with your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord, of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest.

The Celebrant continues 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  


On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and he when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory.

The Celebrant continues 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with Philip and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of creation, the head of the church, and the author of salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

People		AMEN.

Celebrant	And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say, 

Celebrant and People 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Celebrant 	The Gifts of God for the People of God.

All are invited to come forward to receive Holy Communion.
COMMUNION VOLUNTARY (seated)   WHAT CHILD IS THIS        ARR. BY JOHN TURNER 
COMMUNION HYMN (seated)                        THE FIRST NOWELL                           H109

1 
2 The first Nowell the angel did say
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields as they lay, keeping their sheep,
on a cold winter's night that was so deep.

[REFRAIN]
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
born is the King of Israel.

3 They looked up and saw a star
shining in the east beyond them far,
and to the earth it gave great light,
and so it continued both day and night.
[REFRAIN]

4 And by the light of that same star
three wise men came from country far;
to seek for a king was their intent,
and to follow the star wherever it went.
     [REFRAIN]

5 This star drew nigh to the northwest,
o'er Bethlehem it took its rest,
and there it did both stop and stay
right over the place where Jesus lay.
     [REFRAIN]

6 Then entered in those wise men three
full reverently upon their knee,
and offered there in his presence
their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense.
     [REFRAIN]

7 Then let us all with one accord
sing praises to our heavenly Lord;
that hath made heaven and earth of nought,
and with his blood our life hath bought.
      [REFRAIN]




COMMUNION HYMN (seated)                         HE CAME DOWN                           A200

1 
2 He came down that we may have love;
He came down that we may have love;
He came down that we may have love,
Hallelujah for evermore.

3 He came down that we may have peace;
He came down that we may have peace;
He came down that we may have peace,
Hallelujah for evermore.

4 He came down that we may have joy;
He came down that we may have joy;
He came down that we may have joy,
Hallelujah for evermore.

5 He came down that we may have hope;
He came down that we may have hope;
He came down that we may have hope,
Hallelujah for evermore.

6 He came down that we may have life;
He came down that we may have life;
He came down that we may have life,
Hallelujah for evermore.


COMMUNION ANTHEM (seated) THE WORK OF CHRISTMAS BY DAN FOREST

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER (standing or kneeling, as able)
Celebrant	Let us pray.
People	God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

THE BLESSING (standing or kneeling, as able)
Celebrant	May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.			
People	Amen.
CLOSING HYMN (standing, as able)               JESUS THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD               A217


1 Hark the herald angels sing.
Jesus, the light of the world.
Glory to the new-born King.
Jesus, the light of the world.

[REFRAIN]
We’ll walk in the light, beautiful light.
Come where the dewdrops of mercy shine right.
Oh, shine all around us by day and by night.
Jesus, the light of the world.

2 Joyful, all ye nations, rise.
Jesus, the light of the world.
Join the triumph of the skies.
Jesus, the light of the world. 
[REFRAIN]

3 Christ, by highest heav'n adored.
Jesus, the light of the world.
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Jesus, the light of the world. 
[REFRAIN]

4 Hail, the heav'n-born Prince of Peace.
Jesus, the light of the world.
Hail, the Sun of righteousness!
Jesus, the light of the world. 
[REFRAIN]


DISMISSAL (standing, as able)
Deacon	 	Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People		Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE                     GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN             ARR. BY JOHN TURNER
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Staff:
The Rev. Christopher Richardson, Rector
Kevin Brown, Sexton
Janet Kling, Bookkeeper
Sam Meade, Church Administrator 
Ed Wiles, Music Director





Mission Statement: 
Our mission at St. Philip is to live and teach 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, to serve the needs of our local and global communities, and to support the evangelical work of the Episcopal church in the United States of America.

Vestry:
Deborah Stokes Wayne, Senior Warden
Beverly McNeal, Junior Warden
Jacqueline Gonzales
Damian Hall
Ericka Hall
Vicky Holmes
Barbara Otey
Brianna Smith
Lei San Liggins, Clerk
Cheryl Lyman, Treasurer
Robin Holland, Chaplain 
Patsey Ulmer, Parliamentarian


Core Values: 
· Sustaining our foundation of faith
· Sustaining our roots in our African American heritage while embracing cultures and traditions of all
· Nurturing our young parishioners as well as the community
· Promoting Christian fellowship
· Faith-based community of inclusiveness
· Understanding and accepting change


Who We Are:
We are a worshiping family of God’s children who believe in nourishment; social justice; reconciliation; cultural and generational enlightenment in our Columbus communities; and continuing Jesus’ command for us to love our neighbor as we love ourselves. 
We invite you to be a part of our family!
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