
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

FiȄth Sunday of Easter 

May 3rd, 2026  

9:30 a.m. 
 

Welcome to worship at Saint Philip Episcopal Church. 

Here are a few notes to make you feel more comfortable. 

● Relax and allow your focus to be on praising God. Leave 

the “outside” and spend the next hour in embracing God, 

His Son, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. 

● Above all, ask questions either in-person or through 

Zoom’s chat feature, if you have one. Anyone in the 

congregation will be happy to try and answer them. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
We gather quietly for a period of meditation and reǻlection. 

PRELUDE (seated)                           April from ȋe Seasons                 Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky 
OPENING HYMN(standing, as able)                      COME AWAY TO THE SKIES            H213 

 
1 Come away to the skies, 

my beloved, arise 
and rejoice in the day thou wast born; 
on this festival day, 
come exulting away, 
and with singing to Zion return. 
 

2 Now with singing and praise, 
let us spend all the days, 
by our heavenly Father bestowed, 
while his grace we receive 
from his bounty, and live 
to the honor and glory of God. 

 
3 For the glory we were 

first created to share, 
both the nature and kingdom divine! 
Now created again 
that our lives may remain, 
throughout time and eternity thine. 

 
4 We with thanks do approve 

the design of that love 
which hath joined us to Jesus' Name; 
so united in heart, 
let us nevermore part, 
till we meet at the feast of the Lamb. 

 
5 Hallelujah we sing, 

to our Father and King, 
and his rapturous praises, repeat: 
to the Lamb that was slain, 
hallelujah again, 
sing, all heaven, and fall at his feet. 
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Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People  ȋe Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.  

Celebrant  Almighty God, to you our hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  

 
People Amen.  

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS (standing, as able)             LEVAS 243 

Glory, Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name, 
Glory, Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name. 

Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  

we worship You, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

Glory, Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name,  

Glory, Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name.   

You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us,  
You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.   

For you alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord,  

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.   
Glory, Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name,  

Glory, Glory, hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name. Amen. 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (standing, as able) 

Celebrant           ȋe Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to 
know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may 
steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen.  
 
ACTS 7:55-60 (seated)  
Reader    A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.  
 
Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son 
of Man standing at the right hand of God!” But they covered their ears, and with a loud 
shout all rushed together against him. ȋen they dragged him out of the city and began to 
stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While 
they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” ȋen he knelt down 
and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said 
this, he died. 
 
Reader   ȋe Word of the Lord.  
People   ȋanks be to God. 
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PSALM 31:1-5,15-16 (seated) 
 
1      In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge;  
         let me never be put to shame; * 

deliver me in your righteousness. 
2      Incline your ear to me; * 

make haste to deliver me. 

3      Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe,  
         for you are my crag and my stronghold; * 

for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me. 
4    Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, * 

for you are my tower of strength. 

5    Into your hands I commend my spirit, * 
for you have redeemed me, 
O Lord, O God of truth. 

15   My times are in your hand; * 
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 
and from those who persecute me. 

16   Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 
and in your loving-kindness save me. 
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1 PETER 2:2-10 (seated) 

Reader   A reading from the First letter of Peter.    
Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. Come to him, a living stone, 
though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and like living stones, 
let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to oǺfer spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: “See, I am 
laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him 
will not be put to shame.” To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not 
believe, “ȋe stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner”, and 
“A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” ȋey stumble because 
they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty 
acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a 
people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, 
but now you have received mercy. 
 
Reader   ȋe Word of the Lord. 
People   ȋanks be to God. 
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SEQUENCE HYMN (standing, as able) 
WHEN STEPHEN, FULL OF POWER AND GRACE                                             H243
 

1 When Stephen, full of power and grace, 
went forth throughout the land, 
he bore no shield before his face, 
no weapon in his hand; 
but only in his heart a Ǽlame 
and on his lips a sword 
wherewith he smote and overcame 
the foemen of the Lord. 
 

2 When Stephen preached against the laws 
and by those laws was tried, 
he had no friend to plead his cause, 
no spokesman at his side; 
but only in his heart a Ǽlame 
and on his eyes a light 
wherewith God's daybreak to proclaim 
and rend the veils of night.  

 
3 When Stephen, young and doomed to die, 

fell crushed beneath the stones, 
he had no curse nor vengeful cry 
for those who broke his bones; 
but only in his heart a Ǽlame 
and on his lips a prayer 
that God, in sweet forgiveness' name, 
should understand and spare. 

 
4 Let me, O Lord, thy cause defend, 

a knight without a sword; 
no shield I ask, no faithful friend, 
no vengeance, no reward; 
but only in my heart a Ǽlame 
and in my soul a dream, 
so that the stones of earthly shame 
a jeweled crown may seem.
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JOHN 14:1-14 (standing, as able) 
Gospeller  ȋe Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to John.  
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 
Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would 
I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, 
there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 
ȋomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we 
know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my 
Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” Philip said to 
him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? ȋe 
words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in 
me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; 
but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I 
tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, 
will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do 
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If 
in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 
 

Gospeller  ȋe Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
THE SERMON (seated)                                                                           ȋe Rev. Christopher C. Richardson 
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THE NICENE CREED (standing, as able) 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father. ȋrough him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suǺfered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE - FORM III (standing, as able) 
Leader Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
People  ȋat we all may be one. 

Leader  Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
People  ȋat your Name may be glorified by all people. 

Leader  We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
People  ȋat they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

Leader  We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
People  ȋat there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Leader  Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
People  ȋat our works may find favor in your sight. 
Leader  Have compassion on those who suǺfer from any grief or trouble; 
People  ȋat they may be delivered from their distress. 
Leader  Give to the departed, eternal rest.  
People  Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

Leader  We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
People  May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
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Leader Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. We especially pray for 
Suellen Austin- Blasingame, Father Jerome Burns and Carol Burns, Sylyna 
France, Wade Franklin, Ann Kindle, Sara Perrotta, Nadya Richardson, 
Kervyn and Jean Scipio (Parents of Michele Williams), and Suzanne Tolbert. 

Silence 

We give thanksgiving for those celebrating birthdays or anniversaries 
this week. 

Silence 

Celebrant  Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, "Peace I give to you; my own 
peace I leave with you:" Regard not our sins, but the faith of your Church, and 
give to us the peace and unity of that heavenly City, where with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for ever. 

People Amen.  
 
THE PEACE (standing, as able) 
Celebrant ȋe peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS (seated) 
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OFFERTORY (seated) 
Your generosity sustains our ministries! Simply scan the QR code below or visit our website to find 
more information on how you can make an online donation. ȋank you for supporting the life and 
mission of St. Philip. (www.StPhilipsColumbus.org/support-us) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM (seated)    
OFFERTORY HYMN (seated)                   WHEN WE ALL GET TO HEAVEN           A594

1 Sing the wondrous love of Jesus, 
Sing His mercy and His grace; 
In the mansions bright and blessed 
He'll prepare for us a place. 
 
REFRAIN 
When we all get to heaven, 
what a day of rejoicing that will be! 
When we all see Jesus, 
we'll sing and shout, and shout the victory! 

 
2 While we walk the pilgrim pathway 

Clouds will overspread the sky; 
But when trav'ling days are over 
Not a shadow, not a sigh. 
[REFRAIN] 
 

3 Let us then be true and faithful, 
Trusting, serving ev'ry day; 
Just one glimpse of Him in glory 
Will the toils of life repay.  

    [REFRAIN] 
 

4 Onward to the prize before us! 
Soon His beauty we'll behold; 
Soon the pearly gates will open– 
We shall tread the streets of gold.  

    [REFRAIN] 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER D (standing, as able) 
Celebrant   The Lord be with you.  
People       And also with you.  
 
Celebrant   Lift up your hearts.  
People       We lift them to the Lord.  
 
Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People       It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

Celebrant   
It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living 
and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. 

 
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your 
blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding 
the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving 
voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing, 

Celebrant and People          LEVAS255 
 

Holy, holy, holy, holy, holy Lord, God of hosts,  
Heaven and earth are filled with your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest.   
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord, of the Lord.   
Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Celebrant  
We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and 
love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in 
obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our 
disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your 
mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again 
you called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for 
salvation. 
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Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to 
be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, 
yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, 
freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, 
rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new. And, that we 
might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy 
Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to 
bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved 
his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took 
bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and 
his descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right 
hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, 
this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you. 

Celebrant and People 

We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you, and we pray to you, Lord our God. 

Celebrant 
Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, 
and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy 
people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus 
Christ. Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, 
a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. Remember, Lord, your one holy 
catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, 
guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, 
prophets, apostles, and martyrs, with Philip and all the saints who have found favor with 
you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory 
are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. 

People  AMEN. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER (standing, as able) 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say,  
 
Celebrant and People  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 

Christ lived, died, and rose for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, 
with thanksgiving. 

 
All are invited to come forward to receive Holy Communion. 

 

COMMUNION VOLUNTARY (seated)            SHE STEALS ME          Arr. by Carter Pann 
COMMUNION HYMN (seated)     COME, MY WAY, MY TRUTH, MY LIFE        H487

 
1 Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: 

such a way as gives us breath; 
such a truth as ends all strife; 
such a life as killeth death. 
 

2 Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength: 
such a light as shows a feast; 
such a feast as mends in length; 
such a strength as makes his guest. 

 
3 Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: 

such a joy as none can move; 
such a love as none can part; 
such a heart as joys in love. 
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COMMUNION HYMN (seated)      LORD I HAVE SEEN THY SALVATION       A679
 

1 Lord I have seen ȋy salvation, 
Lord, I have seen ȋy salvation, 
Drank of the blood, held the body, 
Lord I have seen,  
Seen with my eyes, seen with my heart. 
 
REFRAIN 
Fell on my knees, down at the altar, 
Bowed down my head, whispered a prayer.  
Have mercy Lord,  
I’m not worthy,  
I believe, yes I believe, now I am sure.  
 

2 Lord I have heard of ȋy kingdom, 
Lord I have heard of ȋy promise,  
Looked on ȋy birth, cried at Calv’ry, 
Lord I have heard, Lord I have heard,  
Lord I have heard.  
[REFRAIN] 

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER (standing or kneeling, as able) 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
People Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
BLESSING (standing or kneeling, as able) 
Celebrant The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you 
that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you 
always. 

 People Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN (standing, as able)                               
AS THOSE OF OLD THEIR FIRST FRUITS BROUGHT                                     H705 

 
 

1 As those of old their first fruits brought 
of vineyard, Ǽlock, and field 
to God, the giver of all good, 
the source of bounteous yield; 
so we today our first fruits bring, 
the wealth of this good land, 
of farm and market, shop and home, 
of mind, and heart, and hand. 
 

2 A world in need now summons us 
to labor, love, and give; 
to make our life an oǺfering 
to God that all may live; 
the Church of Christ is calling us 
to make the dream come true: 
a world redeemed by Christ-like love; 
all life in Christ made new. 

 
3 With gratitude and humble trust 

we bring our best to thee 
to serve thy cause and share thy love 
with all humanity. 
O thou who gavest us thyself 
in Jesus Christ thy Son, 
help us to give ourselves each day 
until life's work is done. 

DISMISSAL (standing, as able) 
Deacon   Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People  ȋanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
POSTLUDE                  
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WORSHIP LEADERS FOR TODAY’S SERVICE 

Celebrant:    ȋe Rev. Christopher C. Richardson 

Altar Guild:    Laura Glenn, Debby Stokes-Wayne 

Acolytes:    Kevaughn, Logan, Malachi, Mercy,  

Lectors:   Jacqueline Roberts, Michael Wayne 

Chalice Bearer:   Jacqueline Roberts 

Ushers/Greeters:  Altavez Haynes  

Organist/Choir Master:  Ed Wiles 

Choir Members: Sylyna France, Jacqueline Gonzales, Warren Leslie, Carole 
Mendenhall, Matthew Portis, Charlotte Rhea, Jacqueline 
Roberts, Deborah Stokes-Wayne, Patsey Ulmer 

Audio/Visual Ministers:  Dionne CliȄton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We give thanks for all who serve in today’s liturgy. Interested in joining a worship 
ministry? Please speak to the Rev. Christopher Richardson aȄter the service. 
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StaǺf: 
ȋe Rev. Christopher Richardson, Rector 

ȋe Rev. Gayland Trim, Deacon 
Kevin Brown, Sexton 

Janet Kling, Bookkeeper 
Sam Meade, Church Administrator  

Ed Wiles, Organist/Choir Master 
 

 

 

 
 

Mission Statement:  

Our mission at St. Philip is to live and teach  
the gospel of Jesus Christ, to serve the needs of 
our local and global communities, and to 
support the evangelical work of the Episcopal 
church in the United States of America. 

Vestry: 
Matthew Portis, Senior Warden 
Daviana Weaver, Junior Warden 

Jacqueline Gonzales 
Damian Hall 
Ericka Hall 

Vicky Holmes 
Barbara Otey 

Brianna Smith 
Lei San Liggins, Clerk 

Cheryl Lyman, Treasurer 
Robin Holland, Chaplain  

Patsey Ulmer, Parliamentarian 
 
 

Core Values:  
 Sustaining our foundation of faith 
 Sustaining our roots in our African 

American heritage while embracing 
cultures and traditions of all 

 Nurturing our young parishioners as well 
as the community 

 Promoting Christian fellowship 
 Faith-based community of inclusiveness 
 Understanding and accepting change

 

 
Who We Are: 

We are a worshiping family of God’s children who believe in nourishment; social justice; 
reconciliation; cultural and generational enlightenment in our Columbus communities; 
and continuing Jesus’ command for us to love our neighbor as we love ourselves.  
We invite you to be a part of our family! 


